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For theOctober General Membership meeting, the 3 top boat captains were our speakers. They spoke 
about what worked for them and what kept putting fish in their boats all tournament season long. A 
big thanks goes out to Doug McCallister, John Straus, and Norb Piorek!
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Coming Events
 

General Membership Meeting
Tues, November 8th , 7:30 pm

Speaker:  Chris Taurasano

Chris will be our speaker at the 
November General Membership 
meeting. Chris is a full-time 
guide that concentrates on Lake 
Delevan and the Fox Chain 'O 
Lakes. 

Chris will be talking about 
multispecies fishing on different 
bodies of water, with specific 
focus on the Fox Chain 'O Lakes.

Come out and listen to Chris 
present his on the water 
knowledge that will help put 
more fish in your boat!

Upcoming Club Meetings: 

December 13 – General 
Membership 

January 10 – General 
Membership
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President’s Report

Plenty of people miss their share of happiness, 
not because they never found it, but because 
they didn't stop to enjoy it. - William Feather

Well by now all our boats that were in the 
water should be out and put to bed for the 
winter. There is much to do to organize our 
schedule for next season and I have attended a 
few meetings with the good folks running 
Waukegan Harbor and the Greater Waukegan 
Development Coalition and it looks like 

Salmon Unlimited of Illinois will hold the 2nd 
Annual Pass the Passion Pro/Am at Waukegan 
Harbor.

Waukegan will provide free slips for any boat 
that wants one during the tournament and they 
have new festival grounds on the North side of 
the harbor area adjacent to the park. The area 
has a stage for entertainment, a wet bar, 
numerous fire pits to warm up if necessary and 
bathrooms that are all permanent structures. 
They are going to set up a big tented area 
where we will hold the weigh in and allow us 
to drop off coolers from the boats at the yacht 
club dock. Rest assured we are working on all 
the details and this should be a great event.  An
expanded fish cleaning area is also being added
for the tournament.

The GWDC is having one of their 5 festivals 
that weekend with food vendors and live bands
for entertainment. We will have an area next to 
the stage to continuously show tournament 
results and pictures through a projector and 
screen. Our tournament will be the headline 
event for the public to come out and see while 
enjoying the great food and music. It will 
remain a 2 day event for the Pros and 1 day 
event for the amateurs. Please mark your 
calendars for June 23rd and 24th , 2017 when 

we will once again raise money for a worthy 
Illinois High School Fishing Team. 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving everyone, it’s 
Florida next week for me.

Jim Nelligan

President

Membership
Benefits of Membership:

• Membership card entitling bearer to all 
association benefits.

• Embroidered Salmon Unlimited 
membership patch.

• Salmon Unlimited automobile decal.
• Voting privileges.
• Salmon Unlimited Hook 'n Line newsletter, 

published 12 times a year, and sent only to 
Active Members.

• Fishing seminars covering all aspects of 
salmon and trout angling.

• Participation in all club competitions and 
activities.

• Family Membership (Spouse and dependent
children of Active Members are eligible to 
participate in competitions and other 
activities).

• Membership Roster - Active Members 
receive a roster of Active Members.

• Set of distinctive Salmon Unlimited boat 
decals (A set comes with membership, any 
additional sets are $5.00.).

Join or renew memberships on our website. 

http://www.salmonunlimitedinc.com/#!
page3/cee5 
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Spaghetti Night!

It's that time of year again! As we near the end 
of 2016, the membership committe (Jim and 
Chris Maechtle) and other volunteers start 
stuffing envelopes with the renewal paperwork
that we all see in the early part of the year. 

What we're looking for, are volunteers that 
would like to come over for a fabulous 
spaghetti dinner, good company, and to help 
stuff envelopes with renewal paperwork! 

For anyone interested in helping out, please 
shoot an email over to the 
SalmonUnlimitedNews@Yahoo.com email 
address and let me know that you're planning 
on coming.

Pizza night will be held December 10th @ 5pm 
at the Maechtle's home in Geneva, IL. I'll send 
the address to any interested parties that 
contact me through the email above.

Thanks!

Mark Sandahl

Hook-N-Line Editor 

A long distance SU angler

Like many SU anglers getting ready for one of 
our tournaments, I do my best to prepare in 
advance. I try to arrange an extra day or two 
off for pre-fishing before the tournament (note:
it never helps!). Our team, the "Fish n Crew" - 
2017 Boat of the Year - talks about conditions, 
tactics, what Johnny is serving for lunch that 
week - all the important stuff. Days ahead of 
time, I check my gear and make sure I have all 
the right clothes and equipment ready. And 
then, on the Thursday before a Saturday 
tournament, I hop in my car at 3:00 p.m. after 
an 8 hour day in the office and drive 12 hours -
755 miles - to get to the boat for a tournament 
weekend. Washington DC is a long way from 
Winthrop Harbor!

Of course, I did not join SU Illinois while I 
was originally based in DC. I was a Chicago 
suburbanite from the time I was 10 years old: 
Glen Ellyn, Evanston, Beverly and then 
Northbrook - a 40 year existence. My first trip 
on the Lake was in 1977 on my next-door 
neighbor's boat - Jim Croce playing on the 8-
track player. My next time fishing on the Lake 
was 33 years later, at the "pier" at Tower Road.
I had always been an inland fisherman, and 
never thought about shore fishing on Lake 
Michigan until my kids grew up and I had 
more time on my hands. I acquired better gear, 
graduated to Government Pier in Waukegan 
and caught my first salmon, met my "Fish n 
Crew" mates and lots of other great people, 
and decided, after some bad outings on other 
people's boats, that we needed our own boat to 
use as we liked, when we liked. Four years 
ago, the FnC was acquired and our 
participation in SU tournaments under the FnC 
name started.

The FnC and I were all-in, and after winning 
"Rookie Boat of the Year" we were even more 
committed fishermen. Even with a sophomore 
slump in tournament performance, I continued 
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to enjoy my time as an SU Illinois member. 
And then, on of those things a person cannot 
anticipate happened: I was approached by The 
American Red Cross to become their Director 
and Chief Investment Officer. After 25 years as
the Chief Investment Officer for BP America in
Chicago, the Red Cross presented a fantastic 
opportunity to help a great organization 
achieve its truly important mission (or, as a 
friend put it to me, better to work for an 
organization that works to alleviate suffering 
due to disasters - the Red Cross - than the 
organization that caused so much suffering in 
the first place - BP!). The problem: the job 
would be based in Washington DC, meaning 
much less year-round Lake Michigan fishing, 
much less time on the boat, and a frenetic 
tournament fishing travel schedule. The 
mission of the new position outweighed the 
personal costs however, and I moved to DC the
week before the first SU tournament of the 
season two years ago. Knock on wood - I 
haven't missed a regular SU Illinois 
tournament yet!

Traveling 24 hours round-trip for a 30 hour 
stay in Winthrop Harbor can be grueling, but 
fortunately I only drive for half the 
tournaments and I fly in for the rest. I do need 
to drive occasionally to take a cooler full of 
tasty fillets back for personal consumption and 
to share with less-fortunate DC-ites. It is 
depressing that certain people working at rest 
stops in Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana know 
me by name, but the drive gives me downtime 
to think and count deer and turkeys from the 
highway (best one-way trip: 24 deer and 11 
turkeys sighted). Flying certainly gives me 
more time on the Lake, but even that can be 
problematic: lost luggage, broken fishing rod 
caddies and flight delays due to the ever-
present summer rainstorm around O'Hare can 
cause some trips to take almost as long as 
driving. Surprisingly, TSA agents don't seem to
mind fishing lures in your carry-on bags. Just 
don't forget about your pocket knife or you will

get a thorough pat-down!

Fishing in DC is not bad. The Potomac river is 
loaded with bass, walleye, catfish and the 
spring striped bass run. My personal biggest 
fish was a 47 lb blue catfish that I caught from 
shore this past New Year's Day, 5 minutes from
my house on the Potomac. Still, it is not the 
same as sitting on your boat, talking with the 
other SU people on your dock, complaining 
about the NorthPoint facilities, and eating way 
too much fried food at The Tropics while 
watching the Blackhawks in the playoffs. I'll 
give it another five years, and I'll be back for 
good. Until then, stay off the turnpike on a 
Thursday night during the summer!

Greg Williamson

Captain, Fish n' Crew







Support the VFW

Elk Grove Village Post No. 9284
400 East Devon Avenue

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
(847) 439-9284      

Thank you Elk Grove VFW for your continued 
generosity and for supporting our club by 

supplying such a great meeting place!

 

Call for November Special and to 

Make reservations (847) 437-3383 



Classified Ads
By Salmon Unlimited Members

1991 Silverton 41C (convertible) 
14’10” beam cockpit
Excellent Condition Only 697
hrs
Twin 502 fuel injected
Crusader Engines; New
Electric Power Cords…30 amp
125V w/ splitters/cable covers Garmin GPS; Furuno 
Radar; Electric compass Bridge Stereo; Bridge to 
Salon intercom; Twin halogen rear deck spread lights 
Extremely clean custom interior w/ 6 Bose speakers; 
Salon TV ;  Dual entry washroom/shower; Sani-Flush 
Vacuum toilet; New Hot Water Heater, A/C water 
pump and refrigerator. Large master bedroom w/ 
cedar closets; additional berth with upper and lower 
bunks; Living room pull-out couch Rear deck (cockpit)
hot and cold water sink plus shower spray-head, 
Dock steps, with railing
4 Electric Vector Downriggers each w/ 3 rod holders; 
2 sets of 4 gunwale rod holders. 2 railing rod holders; 
All secured mentioned fishing equipment can be 
removed within 15 minutes. Over twenty trolling 
rods plus; 1-10 color lead core; 1-3 color lead core; 2-
wire lines; 1-new reel/rod w/copper line Furuno Fish 
Finder; Fish Hawk X4 with X4 downrigger probe. 
Hundreds of most popular lures and flies in carrying 
cases  for Lake Michigan salmon and trout fishing. 
Additional interior, cockpit and bridge photos 
available. Reluctantly departing from boating due to 
family health issues. $81,000  $55,000 OBO (Price 
Lowered) More Pictures available upon request
Contact Gary @ 815-814-7273  or 815-759-2112.   

1984 Sea Ray  express cruiser, 24 ft, 260 hp
84 Sea Ray express cruiser
225, 24ft, 260 hp.  Sleeps 6
Full cabin with head ready to
fish Lake Michigan.  Comes
complete with all the
equipment you will need to
fish.  4 Rivieria downriggers with weights, 5 Daiwa 
line counter reels, 5 Penn reels and 10 rods. 
Winterizing kit for boat is included. Plenty of flies, 
flashers, divers and a landing net.  Boat needs a little 
TLC and is ready to go.  Boat comes with all 
aluminum trailer and power winch.  Valuable extra 
parts for both boat and trailer.  $4,000 or OBO. Call 
Tom 847.217.5288 or email at trkor@aol.com

1985 Sylvan Off Shore Fisherman 
Fully set up – ready to fish,
includes 4 cannon elect.
Down riggers. 12 rods/reels,
all spoons, flys, j-plugs,
flashers, etc. - nothing more
to buy. Full bimini canvas top.
120 hp mercruiser I/O – runs
great. Shore Landr trailer with new tires. Garmin GPS 
& Sonar, marine short wave radio, 6 Life Preservers, 2
Fire Extinguishers, Flare Gun and Flares. Sleeps 4.
(Old Guy – Optional), Location: Morton Grove
Asking:  $7,500, Ph: 847-583-8345, James Grant

For Sale – 1975 SlickCraft 235 V8 305
888 Stern Drive Mecury
Complete rebuilt carburetor 
New Coil; All new gas lines
New Anti-siphon valve at gas
tank; New electronic ignition;
2 batteries only 2 years old;
New shift throttle control and cables;
New bellows, only 2 yrs old; New stern drive pick up; 
New ignition switch; 1 yr old spark plugs
Power wheel 5000 auto pilot; 4 Walker electric 
downriggers w/adjustable booms; 2 downriggers w/ 
temp sensor (DTS-2000), gauge on dash; 2 extra 
spools of temp cable on spools; Cuddy Cabin porta-
potty; 200ft anchor line + 2 anchor 
Life Jackets; Trailer included
Asking: $6000; Contact Roger @ 847.823.5362 or 
847.830-5947

84 Fisher Beavertail 17' Custom Jon Boat

E-Z Loader Trailer; 25
H.P. Yamaha 4 stroke;
Electric Start; Very Few
Hours; Like new
condition; Bow
Mounted Motor Guide trolling motor; 3 pedestal 
seats; Rod Holders; Anchor; PFD's; Built-in storage 
boxes; Camo; Designed for shallow running; Perfect 
for Fishing/Hunting. $5,500 Call Jerry 815-857-3205

0
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